
UNITED STATES BANKRUPTCY COURT 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 
 

STANDING ORDER 2013-02 
 
 
Effective immediately, the court hereby clarifies Local Rules 9010-3(d) and 9010-1(e) and their 
interrelationship as follows: 
 
1. With respect to Rule 9010-3(d): 
 
 Absent an appearance pursuant to Rule 9010-1(e) or withdrawal pursuant to Rule 2091-1, 
an attorney representing a debtor in a bankruptcy case must represent the debtor in all aspects of 
the main case, including motions and contested matters, and in any adversary proceeding relating 
to the debtor's discharge and/or the dischargeability of any debt.  The attorney shall also 
represent the debtor in any other adversary proceeding in which the debtor is a named defendant 
unless the debtor expressly agrees otherwise in writing at the commencement of the 
representation and such agreement is noted on the attorney's initial disclosure under 
Fed.R.Bankr.P. 2016(b).   Any Rule 2016(b) disclosure and/or agreement between the attorney 
and the debtor at variance with this Rule shall be deemed void and of no force and effect. 
 
2. With respect to Rule 9010-1(e): 
 
 An attorney who chooses to file a general appearance for an otherwise pro se debtor, 
without compensation, shall not thereby be required to represent the debtor in any adversary 
proceeding other than with respect to discharge or the dischargeability of debt. 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________________ 
Frank J. Bailey, Chief Judge     Judge Henry J. Boroff 
 
 
_______________________________   _____________________________ 
Judge Joan N. Feeney      Judge William C. Hillman 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Judge Melvin S. Hoffman 
 
 
September 24, 2013  
 


